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Overview 
 

[INTRO]    

You love to get lost in a great story. You find yourself correcting everyone's grammar. You like 

to tell your friends how to make their essays better. You often want to write a poem when you 

just don't know any other way to express yourself. You enjoy rewriting the ending of your 

favorite books. You love finding just the right word for the sentence. 

 

If this describes you, then the English degree at North Greenville University may be the best 

option for you. Here, NGU's English Department faculty members are prepared and willing to 

help you begin a successful career as a writer. 

 

MAJOR DESCRIPTION    

As an English major at NGU, you will spend much of your time writing, giving oral 

presentations, editing, researching, and studying literature and writing. You will learn about 

analyzing texts; creating effective expository prose; writing nonfiction, fiction, and/or poetry; 

communicating effectively orally; thinking and reading effectively; and understanding different 

literary genres and the scope of literature, as well as how to apply this knowledge in your own 

work. 

 

When you graduate, you will be able to read diverse literature with insight and pleasure, write 

clear expository prose with critical facility and imagination, think and read critically, and 

understand different literary genres and the scope of literature.  

 

Ultimately, the English degree will provide a strong education based on a biblical worldview that 

will prepare you for a variety of writing pursuits. 

 

CURRICULUM    

The curriculum for the English Department at NGU breaks down into two main categories. 

English majors at NGU may choose the Bachelor of Arts in English or the bachelor’s in English 

language arts secondary education. The English degree equips students to enter graduate school 

or an English-related profession, such as copywriting and editing, while the English language 

arts degree prepares students to teach high school English. Both majors expose students to a wide 

range of courses, including cultural identity studies, literary masterpieces, and upper-level 

writing. In addition, among other requirements, English education majors complete various 

education courses and 100 hours of field experience to help prepare them to teach English at the 

high school level. 

 

FACULTY STRENGTHS    

All English Department faculty members hold advanced degrees (either a master's degree or a 

doctorate) in English, with special emphasis on various aspects of American and British 

literature, including Romanticism, Realism and Naturalism, Modernism, and Postmodernism.   

 

Additionally, English faculty members encourage students to investigate the impact of the 

Christian worldview on literary study and writing, and they model practical ways to successfully 

integrate faith within the discipline and the student's chosen vocation. 
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TRACKS/CONCENTRATIONS    

• Writing Concentration 

 

 

ELECTIVES    

• African American Literature 

• American Novels 

• Appalachian Literature 

• Asian American Literature 

• British Novels 

• Creative Nonfiction Writing 

• Fiction Writing 

• Great Books 

• Life and Memoir Writing 

• Poetry Writing 

• Technical Writing 

• Women in Literature 
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Future 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES    

• College Professor 

• Editor 

• High School Teacher 

• Journalist 

• Lawyer 

• Legal Assistant 

• Librarian 

• Middle School Teacher 

• Public Relations Specialist 

• Research Analyst 

• Technical Writer 

• Writer/Author 

 

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES    

• Appalachian State University 

• Belmont University 

• Boston College 

• Bread Loaf School of English, Middlebury 

• Clemson University 

• Converse College 

• Gardner Webb University 

• Mississippi State University 

• North Carolina State University 

• University of Mississippi 

• Vanderbilt University 

• Wake Forest University 

• Western Carolina University 

• Winthrop University 

 

POTENTIAL EMPLOYERS    

• Antioch Church 

• Blue Ridge High School 

• Center for Social Welfare and Research 

• Chapman High School 

• Erwin Penland 

• Gardner-Webb University 

• Hawkins Law Firm 

• Landmark Christian School 

• Landrum High School 

• North Carolina State University 

• North Greenville University 
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• Saint Leo University 

• Wake Forest University 
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Learning Experience    
 

Publication Opportunity 

English majors have the opportunity to be published in the department's award-winning literary 

magazine, “The Mountain Laurel,” and have their work reviewed by literary professionals. 

 

Tutoring 

English majors may be invited to work in the university's Writing Center, where they are trained 

to tutor students who need help with their writing. Majors can gain hands-on experience 

reviewing other students' writing and providing valuable feedback in a variety of  areas ranging 

from invention to completion of a writing assignment. 

 

Essay Workshops 

From freshman composition to upper-level writing classes, English majors are given the 

opportunity to critique and review one another's writing. Students gain valuable insight in the 

writing process and develop the ability to read both their own and other's writing critically and 

effectively. 

 

Sigma Tau Delta International English Honor Society 

English majors who meet the admission requirements will be invited to join Sigma Tau Delta, 

where they have the opportunity to apply for academic scholarships, submit for publication to 

Sigma Tau Delta-sponsored journals and online publications, apply for Sigma Tau Delta 

internships, and more. 
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Faculty    
 

Cheryl Collier, Ph.D. 

Chair of the English Department 

Professor of English 

 

Dr. Cheryl Collier serves as a professor of English and as the chair of the English Department at 

NGU. A graduate of the University of Georgia, where she earned both her master's and doctorate 

degrees, Collier joined the NGU English Department in 1999, after serving as an assistant 

professor of English at Clemson University. Collier's special areas of academic interest are early, 

modern, and contemporary American literature; Southern Literature; William Faulkner; and 

creative writing. She loves working one on one with students and counts it a privilege and a 

blessing to fulfill the call to teach at NGU. She is the recipient of the South Carolina Independent 

Colleges and Universities 2010 Excellence in Teaching Award. Collier is a board member of 

Palmetto Conservative Alliance, and she serves as a women's Bible study teacher at her church. 

When she's not grading essays or preparing for classes, Collier enjoys reading, writing, and 

spending time with her husband, Darryl, and their son, Ethan. 

 

  

Sarah Bailey, M.A. 

Instructor of English 

 

Sarah Bailey serves as an instructor of English at NGU. Bailey earned her Master of Arts in 

English at Bob Jones University and began teaching as an instructor of English at North 

Greenville University in 2007. Bailey teaches freshman composition courses, as well American, 

British, and Multicultural literature courses. In addition, she tutors students in writing and 

grammar at the university Writing Center. A native South Carolinian, Bailey enjoys living in the 

Upstate and spends her free time baking, hiking, and reading. She is also involved in her church 

and serves in the youth ministry, often going on mission trips both in the United States and 

internationally. 

 

 

Angela Bullard, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

Dr. Angela Bullard received her doctorate from Texas Christian University, with a specialization 

in Renaissance literature and a Certificate in Women’s Studies. She received her M.A. in English 

Composition with a concentration in literature at California State University, San Bernardino. 

Prior to coming to NGU, Bullard taught at the University of Wisconsin Colleges, Texas Christian 

University, California State University, a Christian middle and high school in California, and 

Upward Bound. She has published articles on Edmund Spenser, Mary Wroth, and William 

Shakespeare. Her latest academic passion is reading the works of outspoken Christian women in 

the Protestant Reformation. In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her husband of 

almost 25 years and their two sons, Christian and Corbin. 

 

  

Commented [CH11]: For each faculty member within the 

department, provide a short bio that includes the faculty 

member’s current position at NGU; education and degrees; 

one or two (1-2) prior work experiences; and one (1) 

statement about the faculty member’s personal life, such as 

hobbies, family life, etc. 



Degree Webpage – Undergraduate – Project Guide 

Amanda Eron, M.A. 

Instructor of English 

 

Amanda Eron serves as an instructor of English at NGU. She received her bachelor’s degree in 

English secondary education from Coastal Carolina University and her master’s in English from 

Clemson University. Eron teaches Composition and Rhetoric and American Literature. Her 

husband, Scott, is an elementary physical education teacher, and they have three children: 

Rebekah, Matthew, and Micah. Eron enjoys serving with her husband as Sunday school teachers 

for a couples' class at their church and spending time with her family. 

 

 

Haley Gambrell, M.A. 

Instructor of English 

 

Haley Gambrell serves as an instructor of English at NGU. She received her master's in English 

from Gardner-Webb University, where she wrote a thesis on language and religion in British 

science fiction. Gambrell teaches a variety of courses, including Composition and Rhetoric, 

British Literature, and Multicultural Literature. She serves as the director of the Writing Center 

at NGU. She is also an avid baseball fan. 

 

 

Jenna Garrett, Ed.D. 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

Dr. Jenna Garrett serves as an assistant professor of English at NGU. She earned her Doctor of 

Education in curriculum and instruction from Bob Jones University. Following her graduation 

from NGU in 2004, she taught seventh-grade literature before moving on to teach English on the 

secondary level. During these years, Garrett earned her master's from Middlebury College. When 

the opportunity to return to her alma mater occurred, Garrett eagerly joined the NGU English 

department. She teaches a wide range of courses, such as Composition and Rhetoric, 

Multicultural Literature, American Literature, and Technical Writing. In her free time, Garrett 

enjoys reading mystery novels, traveling, and running after her rambunctious nephew. 

 

 

Jeff King, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

Dr. Jeff King serves as an assistant professor of English at NGU. King received his doctorate in 

English from the University of Texas at Arlington and his master’s in English from East 

Tennessee State University. Prior to teaching at NGU, King taught Composition and Rhetoric 

and American Literature at the University of Texas at Arlington. King’s primary areas of interest 

are nineteenth-century American Literature and Multicultural Literature. In his spare time, King 

enjoys time with his family: leading family devotions, having game and movie nights, and 

exploring the Appalachian region. 
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Alicia Looper, M.A. 

Instructor of English 

 

Alicia Looper serves as an instructor of English at NGU. She graduated from North Greenville 

University in 2003 with her bachelor's in English. She then attended Clemson University, where 

she obtained her Master of Arts in English in 2005. After finishing those degrees, Looper 

returned to her alma mater to continue her career. Currently, she teaches Composition and 

Rhetoric at NGU. Looper lives in Pickens, SC, with her husband, Jason, and their three children: 

Abby, Jake, and Seth. She has lived in Pickens her whole life, and most of her extended family is 

there, which makes for wonderful holidays. When she isn't teaching, Looper enjoys reading good 

books, spending time with her family, and working at her church. 

 

 

Rachel Roberts, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

Dr. Rachel Roberts serves as an assistant professor of English at NGU. She holds a B.A. in 

English from Dordt College in Sioux Center, IA;  an M.A. in English from Creighton University 

in Omaha, NE; and a PhD in English from Baylor University in Waco, TX. She specializes in 

early British literature, particularly sixteenth- and seventeenth-century British women writers. 

During her graduate work at Baylor, she participated in the interdisciplinary Lilly Graduate 

Fellows Program from 2011 to 2014. She is also an experienced church pianist and has played in 

churches in Iowa, Nebraska, and Texas. As newcomers to South Carolina, Rachel and her 

husband, Nathan, enjoy exploring the Upstate, particularly through hikes in the beautiful local 

parks. 

 

 

John Logan Schell, M.A. 

Instructor of English 

 

John Logan Schell serves as an instructor of English at NGU. He studied at North Greenville 

University before attending Appalachian State University, where he completed his master's in 

English. He also received a certificate in rhetoric and composition during his graduate studies. 

Schell's interests include literary theory, popular culture, and comic book studies. He enjoys the 

guilty pleasure of online gaming and fiction writing in his spare time. Schell is married to the 

love of his life, Emma Sobczak Schell, who also has a master's degree from Appalachian State. 

 

  

Hiewon Shin, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of English 

 

Dr. Hiewon Shin serves as an associate professor of English at NGU. She has worked in higher 

education for nearly 20 years. Shin has taught various classes, including Composition and 

Rhetoric, Shakespeare's Tragedies, Shakespeare's Comedies/Histories, Asian American 

Literature, and Women in Literature. Shin has been very active in service at NGU, and she is one 

of the founding members of the Faith, Race, and Culture committee. Before joining NGU's 



Degree Webpage – Undergraduate – Project Guide 

English department, Shin received her doctorate in Shakespeare and Renaissance literature from 

Pennsylvania State University. Her essays have been published in prestigious scholarly journals 

such as Renaissance Studies and Studies in English Literature. Shin actively attends domestic 

and international conferences, such as Shakespeare Association of America, Asian Shakespeare 

Association, and Korean Shakespeare Association. She lives in Greenville with her husband, 

Dongjai Lee, and two sons, Brendon and Juni. 

 

 

Becky Thompson, Ed.D. 

Professor of English 

 

Dr. Becky Thompson serves as a professor of English at NGU. She earned her doctorate in 

English education from Bob Jones University in 2006. Thompson has held a variety of positions 

at NGU, including faculty secretary, faculty vice chair, and faculty chair. Additionally, she is the 

coordinator of the English language arts secondary education degree and one of the advisors of 

the Alpha Kappa Rho chapter of the International English Honor Society Sigma Tau Delta. In 

her free time, Thompson enjoys spending time with her family (specifically her nephews and 

nieces); reading (especially all types of American literature); and traveling (particularly to 

noteworthy literary locations like prominent American authors' homes). One interesting fact: you 

can find pictures of many of her travels both in her office in White Hall as well as outside her 

office on the walls and office door. Most of all, Thompson enjoys her ministry of teaching. 

 

 

James Washick, Ph.D. 

Professor of English 

 

Dr. James Washick serves as a professor of English at NGU. A specialist in British literature, he 

teaches courses in Victorian literature, modern British literature, and the British novel, in 

addition to courses on literature and film, the history of the English language, and C.S. Lewis. As 

part of his graduate studies, he also specialized in young adult materials, and he has since served 

on the South Carolina Association of School Libraries (SCASL) Junior Book Award Committee. 

His interest in intertextual relationships has led to published articles on the connection between 

Katherine Paterson and C.S. Lewis, Robert Louis Stevenson and Valerie Martin, and Charles 

Dickens and J.K. Rowling. Beyond his academic work, Washick is also a fan of random trivia, 

Alfred Hitchcock films, and graphic novels. 
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Courses & Resources    
 

EXAMPLE COURSE SEQUENCE    

 

Year 1 

Natural science course (4 credit hours)    

Composition and Rhetoric (3 credit hours)    

Western Civilization I (3 credit hours)    

Old Testament Survey (3  credit hours)    

First-Year Experience or Freshman Honors Seminar (1 to 2 credit hours) 

Physical science course (4 credit hours) 

Composition and Literature (3 credit hours)     

Western Civilization II (3 credit hours) 

New Testament Survey (3 credit hours) 

Contemporary Mathematics (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 2 

Oral Communication (3 credit hours) 

British Literature I (3 credit hours) 

Foreign language course (3 credit hours) 

General Psychology (3 credit hours) 

American Literature I (3 credit hours) 

American Literature II (3 credit hours) 

Open electives (6 credit hours) 

British Literature II (3 credit hours) 

Foreign language course (3 credit hours) 

Introduction to Sociology (3 credit hours) 

Concepts of Physical Fitness and Wellness (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 3 

Foreign language course (3 credit hours) 

Advanced Grammar and Style (3 credit hours) 

Literary Theory (3 credit hours) 

Literary Research (3 credit hours) 

Shakespeare's Tragedies (3 credit hours) 

Foreign language course (3 credit hours) 

English masterpiece course (3 credit hours) 

Fine arts appreciation course (3 credit hours) 

English elective (3 credit hours) 

Upper-level writing course (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 4 

English elective (3 credit hours) 

Open electives (12 credit hours) 

English cultural identity course (6 credit hours) 

Fine arts appreciation course (3 credit hours) 
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English masterpiece course (3 credit hours) 

English Senior Seminar (3 credit hours) 

 

 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES    

• Write clear expository prose. 

• Think and read critically. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of different literary genres and the scope of literature. 

 

 

RESOURCES    

• English Rubrics 

• Helpful Links  

• Sigma Tau Delta 

• “The Mountain Laurel” 

• Writing Center 

 

 

Commented [CH13]: Outline the main three to five (3-5) 

objectives for the program as a whole. In other words, the 

student will be able to ___________. 
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https://www.ngu.edu/english-links.php
https://www.ngu.edu/english-links.php
https://www.ngu.edu/sigma-tau-delta.php
https://www.ngu.edu/the-mountain-laurel-magazine.php
https://www.ngu.edu/writing-center.php

